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Collaborating to Serve the Full Continuum  

 

All families should be able to choose the school that 
best meets their child’s needs. 

All public schools—all district schools and all charter 
schools—should be open to all kids and well-equipped 
to serve students across the full continuum of needs. 

School autonomy and student choice are not 
incompatible with equity of access and excellence for 
all. 

Collaboration allows all schools—irrespective of type—
to  share resources, learn together, and create new 
economies of scale. 

 

 



Status Matters 

 

• Charter Schools that are Part of LEAs 

• How can district policies and practices encourage and enable 

charter schools in serving students with special needs? 

• What can charter schools within a district-LEA do to ensure 

equitable access and quality services for their students? 

 

• Charter Schools that are LEAs 

• What issues arise when charter-LEAs collaborate with district-

LEAs? 

• How can charter school-LEAs and district-LEAs confront The 

Paradox of Overlapping LEAs. 



Three Equities that Drive Collaboration 

 

•Equity of Resources 

 

•Equity of Access and 

Responsibility 

 

•Equity of Accountability 



Collaborate to Innovate 

 Collaboration can enable schools to create new economies of 
scale through cost-sharing arrangements, coordination of 
independent related-service providers, and shared professional 
development opportunities. 

 

Autonomy and choice allows schools to implement delivery 
models not available through centralized district model 

 

 Examples of sharing resources 

 

Examples of sharing responsibilities 

 

 Examples of sharing services 

 

 Examples of sharing information 

 

 


